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WHOOOOAAA…
.

IN 2024, THE WHANGĀREI 
MARITIME FESTIVAL ATTRACTED 
15,000–20,000 PEOPLE TO 
THE TOWN BASIN.

THIS WAS DONE IN A BUDGET OF 
$1.75 PER PERSON WHO 
ATTENDED 

96% OF SURVEYED PEOPLE GAVE 
FESTIVAL SCORE 8/10 OR HIGHER



ACTIVITIES 



FESTIVAL ZONE
THE DOCKS – 
BOATS ON THE WATER
Supported by Whangarei Marina

● 30 Boats on display, 
from high-tech Navy vessel 
to wooden masterpieces

● Oldest boat on display was 
Colonist from 1880

● Newest boat was an electric 
boat from local maker Naut.

● Over 300 people enjoyed 
steamboat rides .

● 106 visitors on Spindrift

● The stunning 1928 topsail 
schooner Windborne drew 
big crowds with public tours 
and storytelling onboard.

A colourful parade of sails filled 
the harbour with classic yachts, 
heritage vessels, and modern 
cruisers.



FESTIVAL ZONE
SEAS OF KNOWLEDGE 
EXHIBITORS ON LAND
Supported by MAST Academy

● 12 exhibitors & 32 boats
● Historic photo exhibits 

and maritime artefacts 
from The Daring

● 100 kids fitted with 
Lifejackets by Coastguard

● NZ Navy cadets engaged 
with young visitors, 
inspiring the next 
generation of maritime 
leaders

Interactive displays from 
Northland marine businesses 
highlighted innovation in the 
boating world



FESTIVAL ZONE
KIDS ZONES
One of the most popular zones centered around the 
special Festival Lake 

RayWhite Gyotaku
Supported by RayWhite

● Hugely popular
● 500 fish prints made 

with help of 
volunteers

Marsden Cove 
Boatyard
Supported by Marsden Cove 
Boatyard & Suppliers

● 400 boats made with 
help of volunteers, all 
pre-made by boat 
builders



FESTIVAL ZONE
CRC RACES & 
RESCUES
Supported by CRC

● NEST Helicopter and 
Coastguard rescue on 
water demo viewed by 
over 150 people

● Two liferaft 
demonstration by 
Coastguard attracting 
over 70 people

● Whangarei Rowing 
Club & Waka Ama 
having friendly races 
at Hatea river



FESTIVAL
ZONES

TALES FROM 
THE SEA
At Hundertwasser Art Center

● 8 exciting talks were 
attended by 280 people

● Ocean Flyer talked 
about the future of air 
and sea travel

● Festival goers left 
inspired, laughing, and 
even a little misty-eyed 
after hearing about 
courage, connection, 
and life on the water.

MUSIC
Supported by More FM

● 13 local acts on stage and 
13 roaming acts provided 
great atmosphere for the 
weekend

● The main stage featured 
non-stop performances 
from morning till 
evening, drawing large 
crowds and keeping the 
energy high.

● Traditional maritime 
music was woven in 
throughout the event, 
giving a nod to 
Whangarei’s rich nautical 
heritage.

FOOD & MARKETS

● Local flavours took centre 
stage, with kai moana, 
hangi, and handmade 
treats.

● The artisan market 
showcased local makers, 
artists, and craftspeople 
from across Northland.

● Stalls stretched along the 
boardwalk, creating a 
vibrant coastal shopping 
experience.

● A bustling food alley 
offered something for 
every taste—vegan, 
gluten-free, and 
kid-friendly options 
included.



OTHER PARTICIPATING VENUES



QUOTES
Exhibitor Quotes

“Lots of children's activities so that it was a really family friendly event. Super 
helpful staff and volunteers so we can get everything we needed to host people 
on our boat. Very welcoming atmosphere all round, making you feel as though 
you were part of a big family. That kind of feel is contagious!”

“The show was fantastic. I was amazed with the number of people we took for 
a ride that had never been on a boat before !”

Visitor Quotes:

“Thanks and congratulations for such a quality event and range of classic (& other) 
boats. You're really hitting the mark too with enjoyable, relatively low cost music, 
hands-on stuff and kid-friendly atmosphere. Well done everyone involved.” 

“This has grown into such a great event: well done to all involved. The big cities 
need to learn from you guys.”

“For me, the highlight of the festival last year was the epic shark attack talk. Riding 
on the steam boats and watching the coastguard helicopter patient transfer were 
also really cool! The town basin is the perfect place—easily accessible, plenty of 
space, and shade from the sun. We will definitely be returning— See you there!"



BEHIND THE 
SCENES



Total of 
485+ volunteer hours

during the festival

8 crew / 30 recruited volunteers / 15 zone sponsor volunteers 



Sponsors



PUBLICITY

“Thanks and congratulations 
for such a quality event and 
range of classic & other boats. 
You're really hitting the mark 
too with enjoyable, relatively 
low cost music, hands-on stuff 
and kid-friendly atmosphere. 
Well done everyone involved.” 



Northern Advocate 10th October 24
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/northern-advocate/news/hu
gely-popular-whangarei-maritime-festival-to-set-sail-this
-weekend/CFAV263ESZHOZIIQ3GGKEDQQHE/

Waitamata Woodies 14th October 24
https://waitematawoodys.com/2024/10/14/classic-wood
y-boat-festival-at-the-whangarei-town-basin-48-photos-
videos/ 

NZ Herald website, 14th October 24 
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/northern-advocate/news/tho
usands-turn-out-to-whangareis-second-annual-maritime
-festival/J7JHRLF63VBBNGXTODK4ARMDRM/

https://issuu.com/apn_mediaservices/docs/whangareim
aritimefestival-2024

Discover Boating
https://www.discoverboating.co.nz/news/item/the-2024-
whangarei-maritime-festival-is-back-with-a-splash

MEDIA COVERAGE

https://www.nzherald.co.nz/northern-advocate/news/hugely-popular-whangarei-maritime-festival-to-set-sail-this-weekend/CFAV263ESZHOZIIQ3GGKEDQQHE/
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/northern-advocate/news/hugely-popular-whangarei-maritime-festival-to-set-sail-this-weekend/CFAV263ESZHOZIIQ3GGKEDQQHE/
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/northern-advocate/news/hugely-popular-whangarei-maritime-festival-to-set-sail-this-weekend/CFAV263ESZHOZIIQ3GGKEDQQHE/
https://waitematawoodys.com/2024/10/14/classic-woody-boat-festival-at-the-whangarei-town-basin-48-photos-videos/
https://waitematawoodys.com/2024/10/14/classic-woody-boat-festival-at-the-whangarei-town-basin-48-photos-videos/
https://waitematawoodys.com/2024/10/14/classic-woody-boat-festival-at-the-whangarei-town-basin-48-photos-videos/
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/northern-advocate/news/thousands-turn-out-to-whangareis-second-annual-maritime-festival/J7JHRLF63VBBNGXTODK4ARMDRM/
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/northern-advocate/news/thousands-turn-out-to-whangareis-second-annual-maritime-festival/J7JHRLF63VBBNGXTODK4ARMDRM/
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/northern-advocate/news/thousands-turn-out-to-whangareis-second-annual-maritime-festival/J7JHRLF63VBBNGXTODK4ARMDRM/
https://issuu.com/apn_mediaservices/docs/whangareimaritimefestival-2024
https://issuu.com/apn_mediaservices/docs/whangareimaritimefestival-2024
https://www.discoverboating.co.nz/news/item/the-2024-whangarei-maritime-festival-is-back-with-a-splash
https://www.discoverboating.co.nz/news/item/the-2024-whangarei-maritime-festival-is-back-with-a-splash


TBC

RADIO & TV



https://www.parkrun.co.nz/whangarei/news/2024/10/
13/whangarei-parkrun-410/

https://kamolady.blogspot.com/2024/10/whangarei-
maritime-festival.html

Waitamata Woodies 
https://waitematawoodys.com/2024/10/14/classic-wood
y-boat-festival-at-the-whangarei-town-basin-48-photos-
videos/ 

https://issuu.com/apn_mediaservices/docs/whangareim
aritimefestival-2024

POST EVENT DIGITAL SNIPPETS

https://www.parkrun.co.nz/whangarei/news/2024/10/13/whangarei-parkrun-410/
https://www.parkrun.co.nz/whangarei/news/2024/10/13/whangarei-parkrun-410/
https://kamolady.blogspot.com/2024/10/whangarei-maritime-festival.html
https://kamolady.blogspot.com/2024/10/whangarei-maritime-festival.html
https://waitematawoodys.com/2024/10/14/classic-woody-boat-festival-at-the-whangarei-town-basin-48-photos-videos/
https://waitematawoodys.com/2024/10/14/classic-woody-boat-festival-at-the-whangarei-town-basin-48-photos-videos/
https://waitematawoodys.com/2024/10/14/classic-woody-boat-festival-at-the-whangarei-town-basin-48-photos-videos/


COMMENTS



DIGITAL 
STATS



WEBSITE STATS
FOR THE WEEK 
OF THE FESTIVAL
7-13th October



SOCIAL STATS



SURVEY 
HIGHLIGHTS



SURVEY HIGHLIGHTS
Attendee regional breakdown

Northland

84.8%

112 surveyed

Auckland

10.7%

Australia

1.8%

Waikato

0.9%

Otago

0.9%



SURVEY HIGHLIGHTS
Reasons for attendance

Curious/
something 

to do

32%

Family day out

18%

Love of boats

17%

Weekend trip to 
Whangārei

5.4%

Came out of 
town especially 

for this event

4.5%

112 surveyed



SURVEY HIGHLIGHTS
Attendee 
satisfaction 
score

112 surveyed

10/10

42%

9/10

19%

8/10

35%

7/10

3% 5/10

1%



WHAT 
NEXT?



WHANGAREI 
MARITIME 

FESTIVAL AS 
A PLATFORM

FOR MARINE 
INDUSTRY

FOR 
TOURISM

FOR COMMUNITY FOR 
ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT

● Create awareness of depth of 
the industry locally and 
internationally 

● Introduce career pathways
● Showcase the talent

● Another reason to visit Northland 
● Opportunity to build on…for 

example to create visitation 
packages (experiences, 
accommodation, restaurants) 

● Add other events

● Increase the pride for Whangarei’s maritime heritage
● Provide a great, family day out
● Get kids excited about boats & maritime world

● With increased visibility of 
Whangarei’s maritime story, it will be 
easier to attract investment & 
business to the region

FOR 
BOATING 
GEEKS● An event to connect and 

showcase talent


